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Washington State Health Insurance Pool 
Board Meeting DRAFT Minutes  

Wednesday, May 9, 2012, 8:40 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Lodge Room, Talaris Conference Center, Seattle, WA 

 
Board Members Present:   
Dorothy Graham, Chair 
Andi Bailey 
Pete Cutler 
Matthew Damon 

Jim Grazko 
Jill Harland 
Shaun Koos 
Rob Kuecker 

Lisa Matthews 
Scott Plack 
Mark Rose

 
Board Members Absent:   None 
 
Also Present: 
Kären Larson, WSHIP Executive Director 
Sharon Becker, WSHIP Deputy Executive Director 
Ron Feld, WSHIP Program Coordinator 

Anita Wuellner, WSHIP Executive Assistant 
Anne Redman, Perkins Coie LLP 

 
Guests:   
FCHN:  Ross Heyl and Brian Vogt 
Leemhuis Group:  John Leemhuis (via telephone) 
 

BMI (via telephone):  Debbie McCormick, Steve 
Swigart, Denise Wilkens and Bernie Jamieson 

 
Audience Members:   
Sonya Edmondson (NW Kidney Centers) 
Bianca Stoner (OIC) 

Mark Baker (EHIP) 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Dorothy Graham at 8:40 a.m. 
 
1. Introductions / Review Agenda.  Board members, staff, guests and members of the audience 

introduced themselves.  Agenda Item 5.C. was moved to after the break. 
 
2. Consent Agenda 

A. Minutes of March 14, 2012 
B. Executive Director’s Report / 2012 Board Schedule and Work Plan 
C. WSHIP Administrator’s Report and Monthly Operations Report – March 2012 

 
 MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion passed. 
 
3. WSHIP Treasurer’s Report and March Financials.  Rob Kuecker reviewed the March 2012 

Treasurer’s Report and Financials included in the meeting materials.  2013 grant money will be 
received; however, since the award letter has not yet been received, it is not figured into the 
forecast.  It is unknown whether grant money will be received for 2014.  An early look at April 
indicates medical and pharmacy claims have come in below budget at approximately $1.5 million 
total.  Enrollment is essentially right on budget.  It was recommended not to change the 
assessment amount for next year.  It was noted that a large claim had been paid for an enrollee 
whowas subsequently notified of Mediciad eligibility and WSHIP recently received the 
reimbursement for that claim payment which contributed to the positive variance.  Debbie 
McCormick described the process for large claim reviews.  Discussion ensued.   
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4. Governance Committee Report 

A. Board Election:  Mr. Kuecker advised that incumbent Jim Grazko was unanimously re-elected to 
Position 2, Class B, Health Care Service Contractor Members for another 3-year term, and 
incumbent Rob Kuecker was unanimously re-elected to Position 10 All Member Plans for 
another 3-year term. 

B. Officer Elections:  Matt Damon advised that for the upcoming year June 1, 2012 through May 
31, 2013, Shaun Koos has been nominated as Chair, Lisa Matthews has been nominated as Vice 
Chair, and Rob Kuecker has been nominated as Secretary-Treasurer.  No additional nominations 
were received.     

 
MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to approve election of the officers as nominated.  The 
motion passed. 
 
C. Board Retreat Recommendation:  The Governance Committee recommends that a retreat be 

held in the fall.  Suggestions, recommendations and/or comments were welcomed.  If Board 
members have further recommendations after the meeting has concluded, they were asked to 
submit them to Sharon Becker.   
    

5. Executive Committee Report 
B. Assessment Appeal:  Ms. Graham advised that the Executive Committee recently considered 

an appeal by Community Health Plan of Washington (CHPW) of their assessment due to their 
error in reporting which resulted in an overpayment.  During this consideration, the committee 
also reviewed WSHIP’s Assessment Policy.  Ms. Larson explained the CHPW appeal request and 
described the proposed revisions to the policy.     
 
   (Andi Bailey entered the meeting at 9:05 a.m.) 
 
Anne Redman explained the process and timelines for reporting assessment data according to 
the current policy and by-laws of WSHIP.  The Executive Committee recommended that rather 
than re-do the final true-up, CHPW be reimbursed the amount of the overpayment with the 
understanding that this is a one-time refund situation.  The committee further recommended 
that the Governance Committee review the Assessment Policy and work with the OIC on 
potential enhancements to the reporting process.  Once the policy has been updated, it should 
be communicated to all member plans in an effort to prevent a reporting error such as this 
from occurring again.  The Governance Committee will present the updated policy at the July 
Board meeting.  If Board members have feedback or suggestions, they were asked to submit 
them to the Governance Committee Chair in time for this afternoon’s meeting. 
 
Motion was made and seconded to remit a one-time refund to Community Health Plan of 
Washington in the overpayment amount of approximately $360,000.  The motion passed. 
 
   (John Leemhuis entered the meeting at 9:13 a.m.) 
 

A. Review Federal Income Tax Return (990):  Ms. Graham advised that due to proprietary 
information, the Form 990 tax return will not be posted to the website; however, the Board has 
received copies of it.  John Leemhuis summarized the return.  Having received approval, the 
Form 990 will be timely submitted to the IRS.   
 
   (John Leemhuis exited the meeting at 9:36 a.m.) 
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Public Comment:  Mark Baker of EHIP provided clarification of the Medicare eligible information, noting 
that the most common disability lifeline eligibility is set at 100% of the poverty level.  There were no other 
public comments. 

 
   (A break was taken from 9:36 a.m. to 9:54 a.m.) 
 

6. Marketing & Planning Committee Report   
A. First Choice Health Network Report.   Ron Feld introduced Ross Heyl, FCHN Vice President of 

Sales & Client Management, and Brian Vogt, WSHIP’s Account Manager, who then presented a 
written PowerPoint report included in the meeting materials.   Discussion ensued.  
 
       (Ross Heyl and Brian Vogt exited the meeting at 10:16 a.m.) 
 

B. Vendor Review.   Mr. Cutler advised that the committee annually reviews vendor performance 
to deterimine if RFP’s are warranted..  The committee has concluded that that no vendor RFPs 
are warranted at this time.  Ms. Becker updated the committee on the Medco pricing proposal, 
noting that it is anticipated to save about $1.5 million over the next two years.  An update on  
Health Integrated was provided; they will be audited this fall.     
 
Kudos were given to staff with a special thank you to Sharon Becker for producing an excellent 
2011 Annual Report. 
 
   (Jim Grazko entered the meeting at 10:32 a.m.) 
 

5. Executive committee Report (continued) 
C. Committee Assignment of Legislative Studies:  The Executive Committee has assigned the 

oversight of the legislative studies required by SSHB 2319 to the Tool Committee.  Mr. Grazko 
updated the Board on the studies and the committee’s planned approach for conducting them.   
Discussion ensued.  The studies are clarified in the Board Education document of Agenda Item 8 
on page 3, Item II. A. 1, 2 and 3, included in the meeting materials.    
 

7. PCIP-WA Oversight Committee Report .  Shaun Koos provided an update on the status of the 
program.  It was noted that Pete recently attended two conferences, SHIBA continues to promote 
both WSHIP and PCIP-WA, and outreach efforts have also been discussed with the Washington 
State Hospital Association (WSHA).  The national PCIP report is expected to be out on Friday with 
enrollment and expenditures through the end of March.  The next scheduled meeting had been set 
for August 14th, but since the Supreme Court decision is due at the end of June, the committee has 
chosen to schedule an additional meeting in July to discuss those outcomes and their affects on 
PCIP-WA. 
A. PCIP-WA Administrator’s Report and Monthly Operations Report – March 2012.  The 

documents were available in the meeting materials.  No comments were made and no 
questions were raised. 

B. PCIP-WA Treasurer’s Report and Financials – March 2012.  The documents were available in 
the meeting materials.  No comments were made and no questions were raised.     
 

8. PPACA Implementation.  Ms. Larson presented Board education on PPACA Implementation 
included in the meeting materials with the goal of discussion for a foundation leading to decisions 
that WSHIP will need to make.  The discussion is further meant to promote a focus on those 
decisions affecting our constituency, high risk people and those who are already enrolled.  The 
Board consensus is that the educational piece prepared and presented by Ms. Larson was very 
helpful.      
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On behalf of the Board, incoming Chair Shaun Koos commended current Board Chair Dorothy Graham and 
current Vice-Chair Matt Damon for their excellent service on the WSHIP Board and presented them with 
plaques of recognition.   
 
   (Members of the public and staff exited the meeting at 12:00 p.m.) 
 
    (The Executive session convened at 12:00 p.m.) 
 
9. Executive Session.   

 
     (The Board meeting reconvened at 12:12 p.m.)  

 
Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 12:12 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting:  July 11, 2012 
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